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(] Abstract [ ]

‘Integral Human Development’ in the Actions of Bishop
Tji Hak Soun
Ri, Dong Hwa

The purpose of this study is to understand the social actions of Bishop
Tji Hak Soun in the viewpoint of Catholic Social Teaching. For this, the
study employs a concept ‘integral human development’ as an interpretative
framework, because this is a key and comprehensive concept of Catholic
Social Teaching. This concept criticizes the developmentalist perspective
that considers development as economic growth, and provides with a
direction of development in the Christian perspective. According to the
Christian viewpoint, the authentic development should be for the human
being, this is for the whole of humanity and for each man and each group,
and include integrally every human dimension such as economy, politic,
culture and spirituality. Although the authentic development can be seen
in diverse dimensions, the study conceptualizes human development as
participant economy and strengthening of democracy according to the
encyclical Caritas in Veritate. Furthermore the concept of integral human
development need to be understood in the relations with not only human
and society but the whole world of creature. In this sense, the integral
human development extends to the integral ecology presented in Laudato
Si’ of Pope Francis.

On the basis of this framework, the study analyses Bishop Tji’s social
actions in the dimensions of a participant economy, a strengthening of
democracy, and ecology. First of all, Bishop Tji helped the poor be

independent on their own and solve subjectively their problems through
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the credit cooperative in the economic dimension. Secondly, even in spite
of political oppression, he committed himself to common good and
democracy in Korea, and his commitment contributed the democratization
of Korea. Finally, he endeavoured to resolve the crisis of human beings
today in relation with ecological standpoint, and the first practical
ecological movement in Korea emerged under the auspices of Bishop Tji.
In conclusion on this analysis, Bishop Tji was a pastor committed to the
authentic development for all, and his social actions were a practice for

the integral human development of Catholic Social Teaching.

* Key Words: Bishop Tji Hak Soun, Catholic Social Teaching, Integral
human development, Integral ecology, Credit cooperative

movement



