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[ ] Abstract []

The Connection between the Spirit of Sien—bi and the Spirit
of Christian Martyrdom in the early Korean Catholic Church

Lee, Dae Keun

This study aims for the proper understanding of the spirit of Sien—bi,
and to make a connection with the spirit of religious martyrdom in an
effort to reestablish the spirituality of early catholicism of Choseon
Dynasty in the context of traditional thoughts.

The word ‘Sien-bi’, which means O a scholar @ a learned man @
a man of virtue, was a particular notion of Korean people. But as
Confucianism was introduced and handed down, the tradition of the
‘spirit of Sien—bi’ was formed, becoming the govern ideology for 500
years of the Choseon Dynasty. Sien—bi in the Choseon Dynasty, valued
most the virtues of integrity, honest poverty, simplicity, moderation and
justice. These values were based on the teachings of Confucius and
Mencius.

On the other hand, religious martyrdom is an act of faith that bears
testimony to the Truth, revealing the existence of the Lord by giving
one’s own life. It can be said that the ‘spirit of religious martyrdom’
was the faith expressed during the early Korean Catholic Church. The
people who received the Christian faith were the Sien—bi who have
been raised in the Confucianist environment. Consequently, Christian
faith were received on the foundation of the spirit of Sien—bi.

The spirit of Sien—-bi in Confucianism and the spirit of religious

martyrdom in Christianity is distinct in its essence(doctrinal/personal,
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self—effort/dependant, worldly/supernatural). But this study argues in
several points that the spirit of Sien—bi had been the foundation and it
was the most influential element on the forming of the spirituality of
religious martyrdom.

First, the spirit of Sien—bi and the spirit of religious martyrdom
share the common ground on the spirit of seeking the Truth. Second,
the spirit of Sien—bi and the spirit of religious martyrdom both have
clear standards for ‘good teachings’ and ‘bad teachings’. Third, the
spirit of Sien—-bi and the spirit of religious martyrdom both were the
ways of expressing the important values such as loyalty and filial
piety. Fourth, the spirit of integrity and simplicity of Sien—bi helped
the martyrs in overcoming the poverty and hardship of the persecution.
Fifth, the idea of fidelity of the women during the Choseon Dynasty
influenced the forming of the idea of chastity in the early Catholic
Church during the Choseon Dynasty.

* Key Words: Confucianism, Sien-bi(a scholar), Religious Martyrdom,
Catholicism of Choseon Dynasty



