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(] Abstract []

The Study on the Persona Characteristic of T'ien(X) in The
Book of Poetry(":5#¢;) and The Book of Documents(" 4% ;)

Lee, Dae Keun

The purpose of this study is to examine the persona characteristic of
T'ien as found in the two books among The Five Classics of Confucian
scriptures, namely The Book of Poetry("##4¢,) and The Book of Documents
("E#£,). In Confucianism the absolute being is expressed as T'ien and
Shing-ti(Emperor Above). In Korean ‘T'ien’ means ‘Heaven' and ‘ Shing-ti’
means ‘God’. The characteristic of T'ien and Shing-ti in The Book of
Poetry and The Book of Documents have been examined under the
following seven aspects.

T'ien is the supreme God subject to reverence and rite. In Confucian
scriptures T'ien is the supreme God and aso is the heavenly King who
commands other gods. Human attitudes toward T'ien are expressed by
reverence, fear, worship.

T'ien is the creator and the source of all material being. Because it is
thought that the life of Human's was derived from T’ien, it is believed
that one needs to follow the law and order set by T'ien.

T'ien is a gpiritual being with will and emotion. T'ien’s personal
characteristic is revealed in his emotion(kindness, anger, sympathy) and
property(al knowing).

T’ien is an absolute being that commands with his will(T’ien—ming, will
of T'ien). It is believed that the establishment of a nation and city,
appointment of a king, war, divorce are due to the T'ien—-ming(will of
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T'ien).

T'ien rewards good and punishes evil. T'ien and Shing-ti’s power
preside over nature and life. Since T'ien is a being who rewards good
and punishes evil, one needs to be faithful to him.

T'ien is a being subject to prayer, petition and faith. In the Book of
Documents there are passages where one calls to heaven for mercy and
petition poems expressing sorrow.

T'ien is the source of mora values. T'ien is also a immanent and mora
being in whom the goodness of human nature is rooted.

The above attributes reveal the ‘personality’ of T'ien. In the late Ming
and early Qing dynasty the missionaries of the Jesuit Order who came
to China studied Confucius scriptures and payed attention to The Book
of Poetry and The Book of Documents where one can find faith in a persona
God. The awareness of the idea of T'ien as found in Confucius scriptures
became the foundation of the Jesuit's adaptionism and theory compliments
confucianism. Thus, the Jesuits were able to present God in more familiar
way to the Chinese through the concept of T’ien and Shing-ti as found
in confucius scriptures.

* Key Words: The Book of Poetry("###¢;), The Book of Documents(”2i#¢;),
Shing-ti(Emperor Above), T'ien(The Heaven, X), Theory
of Compliment Confucianism



