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(] Abstract []

The Interpretation of the Bible and the Perspective of
Truth in the Catholic Church

Lee, Jung Suk

The Second Vatican Council, with its new perspective of revelation,
has enormously influenced all of Catholic theology as well as Catholic
biblical hermeneutics. This article explores the criteria and the direction
of biblical hermeneutics that the Catholic Church has been suggesting
on the basis of the new perspective of revelation since the Second
Vatican Council.

First of all, with the understanding of the perspective of Dei Verbum
(Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation) of the Second Vatican
Council is that revelation is God’s personal relationship with His
people, this article examines the way how the Catholic Church explains
those themes related to revelation. In particular, this article probes the
controversial issues that arose during the Council: the relationship of
the Holy Scripture and Holy Tradition, and the infallibility of the Holy
Scripture. This article examines how the Council Fathers discussed and
defined these controversial issues and how they developed their
understanding on these issues in the post—conciliar documents.

Thus, this article mainly deals with Dei Verbum and the official
post—conciliar documents of the Catholic Church including The
Interpretation of the Bible in the Church(1993), Verbum Domini(The
Word of the Lord, 2010), and The Inspiration and Truth of Sacred
Scripture(2014). This diachronic study of these documents verifies that the
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Church clarifies hermeneutical issues, which Dei Verbum did not fully
explain, and that the Church reaffirms and refines the direction of
biblical interpretation which it supports. While Dei Verbum(Dogmatic
Congtitutionon Divine Revelation) was drafted by dogmatic theologians
and supported by the Fathers later, the post—conciliar documents, except
for Verbum Domini(The Word of the Lord), were the accomplishments
of the Pontifical Biblical Commission composed chiefly of biblical
theologians. Accordingly, those documents, by studying the biblical texts
primarily through the biblical hermeneutical approach, affirm what the
official Church documents teaches, and they also contribute to understanding
the Church’s new perspective about revelation by suggesting what was
found through the biblical-theological approach.

Finally, on the basis of this biblical hermeneutic criterion, this article
examines the challenges for biblical hermeneutics, and explores the
Church’s tasks as the new interpreter of “living God’s Word,” the

clear messenger, and the servant of Holy Tradition.

* Key Words. Catholic, Hermeneutics, II Vatican Council, Dei Verbum,
Tradition, Inerrancy, PBC
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