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(] Abstract []

The Existence of the Human Being and the Revelation:

Based on the Theology of the Second Vatican Council

Seo, Myong Ok

Revelation is the premise of faith and the foundation of Christian
theology. Firstly, it is a statement that Christianity did not naturally
emerge from an innate religious disposition of human beings, but is
a religion based on the revelation of an external, transcendental
God. Above all, this signifies an acceptance of the Incarnate Word
of God, Jesus Christ, as the substance, mediator and completion of
revelation. Therefore, whoever professes to be a Christian evidently
has an inseparable connection to this revelation, as salvation is
found in Christ who is the revelation itself. Even for Christians,
however, revelation still remains foreign and ambiguous, and can
even become a cautious, difficult and unapproachable subject at
times. Faced with such a dilemma, this treatise offers a correct
understanding of revelation, through the theology of the Second
Vatican Council, that revelation is a concrete event which happens
in the ordinary life of Christians, and is the substance and meaning
of the existence of the human being.

Primarily, Revelation is an event, rather than a teaching. This is
not some unapproachable divine instruction concerning supernatural
truths or dogmas but a real, personal communication of God’s self
to humanity which, consequently, is an event of human participation

in God’s nature. The appearance of Jesus Christ as a man, the
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event of his Incarnation, is a specific manifestation of this reality.
As a whole, the existence of Jesus together with his words and
actions is an image of the Kingdom of God. Precisely, it is the
manifestation of God’s divine plan for the salvation of humanity.
Therefore the Incarnation signifies both the humanisation of God
and an invitation for the divinisation of the human being. It is in
the unity—event of God and the human being in which the
transcendence of God and the immanence of human being in Jesus
Christ are really mediated(K. Rahner), and the Revelation of God
and the revelation of the human being coincide. Therefore the
Incarnation of Christ can be realized only after it reaches the
human being who believes in Christ and responds to him, the Word
of God. From this viewpoint, the Incarnation of Christ happens and
must happen to all human beings constantly and in all situations
and conditions of life. That is the performance of the revelation of

the human being in Christ, which happens in the daily life.*

* Key Words: Jesus Christ, The Second Vatican Council, The Revelation,
The Existence of the Human Being, The Revelation of the

Human Being



